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Provenance:

The Chanute Air Force Base files were donated to the Champaign County archives after the Octave
Chanute Air Museum closed. The Chanute Air Force Base Subject files were donated to the Champaign
County Historical Archives from the defunct Chanute Air Force Base Museum upon their closure. These
files were originally created and maintained by the History Office at the Chanute Air Force Base.

Access:
The records are accessible to the public within applicable copyright restrictions and limited to use at the
Champaign County Historical Archives of The Urbana Free Library.

Historical Note:

The Chanute Air Force Base was open for an extended period of time, 75 years to be exact. It's long
history through several military conflicts and influence as a Technical Training Center made it a well-
researched subject. It is unclear at this time if these files were constructed by Octave Chanute
Aerospace Museum or by the History Office at the Base. Some of this material were collected for articles
as well as the 75 Year Pictorial History by Donald Weckhorst. Other documents appear to be just
general descriptions of the Base's History at different points in time.

Scope and Content Note:

This content was determined to be different then the History/Years Files Subject Files and should be
kept separate as a General History of the base. There is a wide variety of time covered in these
materials. Some of the early documents from the 1920s-1930s relate to the development and purchase
of property for the Chanute Base. Most of the correspondence and research occurred in the 1980s
while other timelines and descriptions were created in the 1940s to 1950s.
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